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% @ Cow Behaviour

CARE 4 DAIRY and Human-animal interactions

Best practice farms have confident cows who express a range of positive natural
behaviours by providing an enriched indoor & outdoor environment with kind,
animal-centred human-animal interactions.

@ Why is this important?

Attentive care and positive interactions with humans enhance welfare, production performance and
favour safe and easy handling. Environmental enrichments (social, nutritional, occupational, sensory
and physical) promote cognitive and behavioural health in cows. This supports stress resilience and
facilitates long-term adaptation to changing farm conditions, transport, and to life in a herd.
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@ Good practice

@ Best practice

* Best practice farms allow cows to have daily access to pasture, except in extreme weather. The time spent on
pasture should be determined by the weather, daylight hours available and ideally individual preference by the cows,
i.e. a choice based system. If pasture is part of the diet, this should also be taken into account when evaluating
nutrition.

* Best practice farms use food to enrich the cows’ environment, including a variety of food types perceived to be
more enjoyable and rewarding by the animals. This can be presented in a number of different ways to encourage
exploration, exercise and mental challenge.

Iion

See the a, Cow Nutrition factsheet for more information
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-nutrition/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-nutrition/
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@ Good practice

@ Best practice

* Best practice farms provide their cows with daily access to well-managed pasture (i.e. well-drained, provision of
shelter and/or shade) except in extreme weather. This offers the opportunity to walk, run, play on varying surfaces,
providing exercise, improved muscle and foot condition as well as mental wellbeing. When permanently
accommodated outdoors, sufficient shelter and comfortable lying areas should be provided.

= Environment

See the E, Cow Environment factsheet for more information

@ Good practice

@ Best practice

* Best practice farms include behaviour and other non-health related welfare issues in the herd health and welfare
plan.

See the [} factsheets on Cow Metabolic and Nutritional disease, Cow Reproductive,
Cow Infectious Disease, Cow Locomotion and Cow Udder Management for more information

& Health



https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-metabolic-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-metabolic-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-reproductive-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-reproductive-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-infectious-disease/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-infectious-disease/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-locomotion/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-locomotion/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-udder-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-udder-health/
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Best practice farms provide a choice of foodstuffs that are enjoyable to eat such as mixed herbage pastures or a
variety of types and sizes of foods suitable for the stage of lactation of the cow.

Best practice farms provide brushes in all loose-housing systems. The number and positioning of the brushes will
be dependent on herd numbers and their environment, both indoors and outside.

Best practice farms provide a variety of enrichments (olfactory, visual, tactile, social) to encourage a range of
healthy behaviours which promote good health and welfare of the herd.

Best practice farms maintain and replenish enrichments to add complexity and novelty to the environment and
encourage continued interactions with them by the cows.

Best practice farms offer cows a choice between different environment types (e.g. pasture or outdoor and indoor
housing) to improve animal welfare, health and production.

Best practice farms promote positive human-animal relationships by increasing opportunities of positive
interactions between farm personnel and cows e.g. calm and gentle handling, touching, petting, quietly talking or
using associative learning with rewards (i.e. food or strokes). Staff on best practice farms should receive ongoing
training in the importance of positive human-animal interactions.

Best practice farms plan for and prepare cows to help them cope with stressful procedures such as foot care or
medical interventions, through gentle interactions, familiarisation with the environment and equipment, and positive
reinforcement training.

Best practice farms document behavioural management protocols, developed with assistance from relevant
farming and veterinary advisors. These protocols might include environmental enrichment, positive human- animal
interactions, optimising rest and rumination, minimising negative behaviours (both group and individual).

Best practice farms actively evaluate how precision livestock farming (PLF) for behaviour monitoring (e.g. sensors,
bolus, image or sound based) can help gather data on individual and herd health (health, reproductive data, food
intake, rumination time etc.). This data could be useful to guide environmental changes that improve the conditions
for the cows all year around, reducing stress and improving health. PLF should be considered an adjunct as opposed
to an alternative to well-trained farm personnel.
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By ensuring that the environment contains suitable enrichment, predictability and control by the cows,
they can enjoy opportunities for a range of positive, natural behaviours, protection from stress and
aversive behaviours from other cows or humans and support good health and welfare as a result.
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Farm Cows Handler
Considerate grouping and Provision of a positive, Providing attentive care and
management of cows within enriched environment will help regular positive interactions
the herd will promote health optimise cognitive, social with cows will make working
and welfare, therefore improving and physical health and conditions easier, safer,
performance on farm and welfare. This will enhance and more efficient in terms
reducing potential losses. resilience and their adaptation of time and technique.

to life experiences on the farm
and if transported.

Take pride in all of your farm's good and best practices
towards animal welfare!

Additional resources

Care4Dairy.eu
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