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Best practice farms achieve healthy, natural calving of their cows by selecting bulls
for calving ease, careful management of pregnant animals, close monitoring at calving
time to allow timely and effective interventions when needed and interactions with
their calves (licking, suckling).

@ Why is this important?

Bull selection and optimal management of the pregnancy and calving periods are essential to
prevent obstetric issues that can severely impair the health and welfare of both cows and calves.
Efficient, well designed calving facilities will make surveillance of the cows easier, interventions
safer and more efficient, as well as limiting the risk of infection and disease transmission. New
born calves have naive immune systems and are vulnerable to the bacteria present in wet, and
dirty bedding. Limiting this risk by ensuring walls, floors and partitions can be easily cleaned and
disinfected and providing ample comfortable, dry bedding, will enhance the welfare of both cows
and their calves.
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See the E, Cow Nutrition factsheet for more information
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-nutrition/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-nutrition/
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* Best practice farms that have indoor calving provide clean, dry, individual penned calving areas with a minimum
space allowance of 20m?/ cow and deep bedding.

* Best practice farms determine the number of calving pens available according to the number of cows expected to
calve simultaneously.

* Best practice farms may use automatic systems (e.g. pedometers, collars, and CCTV) to evaluate cow activity and
assist with monitoring changes in activity associated with calving.

See the E, Cow Environment factsheet for more information
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
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See the g, factsheets on Cow Metabolic and Nutritional disease, Cow Reproductive,

& Health

Cow Infectious Disease, Cow Locomotion and Cow Udder Management for more information

@ Good practice

@ Best practice

* Best practice farms move cows in pairs or stable groups to the general calving area, if it is permitted by the herd size. This
ensures ongoing social support in the new environment and helps them adjust better even if they are in individual pens.

* Best practice farms may utilise a combination of human observation, sensor equipment and remote access cameras,
to monitor for signs of first stage labour, calving and post- partum behavioural changes. This approach minimises the
risk of problems being missed, facilitates prompt intervention (when required) and improves human wellbeing as physical
checks (e.g. through the night) can be managed more easily.

See the B} Cow Behaviour and Human-Animal interactions factsheet for more information
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-behaviour/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-behaviour/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-metabolic-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-reproductive-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-infectious-disease/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-locomotion/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-udder-health/
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When consideration is given to the nutritional, health and behavioural requirements of cows at calving
time, the risk of complications can be reduced significantly and the quality of the calves produced
improved.

Farm Cows Handler

Careful management and A clean and comfortable Staff on the farm will benefit

planning of nutritional, calving area allows cows from well organised calvings

health and behavioural factors about to calve privacy from which use accurate records,

will improve the success of the the herd and a safe and quiet nutritional and medical planning,

calving season and reduce place to bond with her calf. which is documented and easy

the losses associated Recognition of the importance to follow, as well as appropriate

with high complication rates. of the interactions between cow training and veterinary support
and new born calf will improve when required.

the health & welfare of both.

Take pride in all of your farm's good and best practices
towards animal welfare!

Additional resources

S INRAZ RO —

SLU phylum Pelivace idele

nnnnnn

Teramo W






