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4 @ Cow infectious disease @@

Best practice farms optimise the health and welfare of their cows through veterinary

consultation, planning and documenting their prophylactic and responsive health and
medical management protocols.

@ Why is this important?

This is important because healthy animals are more likely to perform well in both their reproductive
performance and milk yield. Ensuring that prevention of infectious or parasitic disease is a priority and
that farm personnel are trained in the appropriate remedial strategies will reduce both the risk and
severity of disease for the herd.
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See the E§ Cow Environment factsheet for more information
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-nutrition/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
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* Best practice farms have a comprehensive health, reproductive and welfare plan developed in collaboration with
veterinary and allied professional advisors which covers both preventative and responsive health interventions. Performance,
morbidity and mortality data is required, which may be enhanced through automatic herd monitoring and recording
systems. Data assessed includes reproductive performance, dystocia, metabolic disease cases, mastitis cases, SCC,
infectious diseases, use of antibiotics, use of pain relief medications, cows requiring veterinary interventions, gait scoring,
lameness cases, cow cleanliness scoring and behavioural parameters (both positive and negative) etc. This plan should
be reviewed and updated each year based on farm data from the previous 12 month period.

Best practice farms have a contingency plan in case of outbreak of contagious diseases close to the farm. This may be
tailored to the individual farm, in consultation with veterinary advisors, or drafted for a group of farms in close proximity
with similar measures in place. How to handle outbreaks of notifiable diseases is regulated by law and the Competent
Authority will be in charge.

Best practice farms follow veterinary advice to vaccinate breeding cows for the most common pathogens that affect
fertility, mortality and production losses in compliance with the national legal requirements.
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-behaviour/
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Time invested in minimising risks of preventable infectious and parasitic illnesses and careful planning
for management of unavoidable illness, will help protect health and maximise the productivity and
overall performance of the cow herd.
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Healthy cows are more likely Ensuring their environment Training, planning and support
to perform well for the farm, is safe and the risks from from farming and veterinary
improving their cost effectiveness infectious and parasitic disease advisors will improve the
and reducing the cost of losses are minimised, will protect cow confidence of those caring
from infectious and parasitic health and welfare. for the cows and support
diseases. their own health, job satisfaction

and resilience at work.

Take pride in all of your farm's good and best practices
towards animal welfare!

Additional resources

Care4Dairy.eu
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