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Best practice farms optimise the performance of their cows by providing tailored
nutrition, in a clean, safe and enriched environment which supports optimal health,
welfare and human- animal interactions.

@ Why is this important?

Ensuring cows receive optimal nutrition to support both health and reproductive performance is a vital
investment to optimise performance and minimise costs.
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@ Best practice

Watering

Best practice farms will have at least 2 water sources in the area available to the cows.

Best practice farms conduct regular, at least annual, tests on water for potability. This will include water from all
sources, including wells, storage tanks or the public water supply which may provide their own data.

Feeding
Best practice farms keep accurate records of individual cow weights and body condition score to allow meaningful

adjustments to be made promptly (see Figure 1 below). This data will also be fundamental in refining future
decisions at the herd level.

Best practice farms regularly test both concentrate and roughage provided on the farm (at least yearly) to
safeguard nutritive value and quality. This would include each harvesting of silage.

Iion

Best practice farms harvest forage at the right stage and test its quality throughout the growing season to ensure
optimal nutrition.

Best practice farms manage the environment to reduce the risk of cows ingesting foreign bodies. Where the
latter occurs, endo- ruminal magnets may be used or magnets added to the mixing tank.

Best practice farms monitor environmental temperature and humidity of feed stores using an automatic system
with probes to ensure they are kept at the optimum value, as indicated on the food label.
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* Best practice farms provide group housed cows with at least 90cm of linear feed bunk space per cow.

See the E, Cow Environment factsheet for more information

= Environment


https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-environment/
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Proportion of cows to be observed:

in the herd: all cows
B DLIETEN 50% of the herd (e.g. one in two cows)
25% of the herd (e.g. one in four cows)

BCS <2.5?

Take corrective action Early lactation?

YES

Loss of more than 1 BCS point between the Dry-off* or calving cattle?
calving and the lactation peak?

More than 15% of these cattle are below 3 or above 3.5
and/or more than 3% of the herd is above 4 at calving?

Take corrective action YES
Take corrective action
NO

Good condition, continue to monitor cattle

*Keep BCS as consistent as possible throughout the dry period

Best practice
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See the Eo factsheets on Cow Metabolic and Nutritional disease, Cow Reproductive,

Cow Infectious Disease, Cow Locomotion and Cow Udder Management for more information

@ Good practice

@ Best practice

* Best practice farms provide a choice of foodstuffs that are enjoyable to eat such as mixed herbage pastures or a
variety of types and sizes of foods suitable for the stage of lactation of the cow.

See the B} Cow Behaviour and Human-Animal interactions factsheet for more information
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https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-behaviour/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-behaviour/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-metabolic-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-reproductive-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-reproductive-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-metabolic-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-infectious-disease/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-infectious-disease/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-locomotion/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-locomotion/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-udder-health/
https://care4dairy.eu/knowledge_base/cow-udder-health/
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Investing in the correct nutrition for cows will help to ensure the productive success of the farm. Cows
require tailored nutrition to support their ongoing health and performance, with additional needs

associated with pregnancy and lactation.

Farm Cows Handler

Farms that closely monitor the Cows provided with a safe Clear farm management protocols,
physical condition of their cows environment and optimal with provision of training and

and adapt their management nutrition are more likely to appropriate equipment and
protocols accordingly will benefit benefit from optimal health handling facilities, will help ensure
from improved performance and and resilience to both stress farm personnel remain safe and
profitability. and risk of disease. happy in their role.

Take pride in all of your farm's good and best practices

towards animal welfare!

Additional resources

Care4Dairy.eu
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